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Florida Foster Care Review
Past, Present & Future

Twenty-five years. Behind those years are stories-the stories that shape who we are and pave the
way for who we will become.

A quarter of a century ago, a United Way Committee determined to ease the burden on Miami's
inundated Juvenile Dependency Court developed the blueprint for Foster Care Review, lnc,
Subsequent legislative action paved the way for Citizen Review Panels. Since then, Foster Care
Review's Citizen Review Panel Program has conducted case review hearings to oversee the safety
and well-being of thousands of abused and neglected children, Throughout the years, our dedicated
staff and volunteers have taken the time to understand each child's story and to ensure that his or
her physical, emotional and educational needs are met. Whether connecting a child with tutoring,
medical care, counseling, transitional housing, or simply with the chance to experience normal
childhood activities, the work of Foster Care Review has not only improved the lives of abused and
neglected children-in some cases it has even saved them.

But this is no time to rest on our past accomplishments. Even though the number of children in
Miami's dependency court has declíned since Foster Care Review's inception in 1989, the problems
facing youth in foster care have grown increasingly complex. Recognizing the depth of these
challenges, we are implementing new strategies to expand Foster Care Review's impact on the
lives of the children and youth we serve.

Building on our core values and extensive history as a key partner in Miami's child welfare system,
the newly named Florida Foster Gare Review will diligently pursue a vision of a child welfare
system that protects vulnerable children, ensures their stability and promotes future success:

. Florida Foster Care Review will continue to facilitate comprehensive, thorough, individualized
case review hearings while also infusing our Citizen Review Panels with best practices, quality
training and intensive support. To expand the impact of our panel process, we will ignite the use
of citizen-led panels across the state by providing critical expertise, technical assistance and
infrastructure to other communities.

. Florida Foster Care Review will harness the power of its redesigned, upgraded database and
use data collected by our panels to evaluate systemic barriers and to identify transformative
opportunities.

. Florida Foster Care Review willjoin forces with our volunteers, supporters and community
partners to advocate for policy and practice changes that make a real difference in the lives of
children.

. Florida Foster Care Review will develop and implement innovative and creative approaches to
filling in the gaps and areas of greatest need experienced by the children we serve,

Underwriting our past, present and future efforts are our dedicated volunteers, board and staff
members; individual donors and corporate, foundation and governmentalfunders; community
stakeholders and providers; and, most critically, our Chief Judge and Juvenile Court Judges and
General Magistrates. Your unwavering support, time and resources have made the past 25 years a
success. You have brought us to this pivotal moment in our organization's history and we pay
tribute to the tremendous foundation that you have laid.

Now, as always, our community's most vulnerable children are depending on all of us to jointly
weave the narrative of their future, Together, we can ensure that their stories are filled with success
and happiness. Thank you for all you have done and will do to ensure that Florida Foster Care
Review's next 25 years are as great as the first!
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25 STARS llF FTORIIIA FOSTER EARE REVIEW

'Ana Mania Pozo

Atturney (retired) and Former Executive llirector of

Flurida Foster [are Review, lnc.

Ana was the Executive []irector ¡f Flnrida Fnsìer tare lleview fiom

2[il-2il2. She feels privileged to have served in this role with ' Eitizen Review Panel

Volunteercnmmitted bnard members, staff and volunteers who gave their time, enBrgy and wisdom

to serve children in need fr¡m nur community. Ana left her mark nn Flnrida Fnster Iare
lleview by ensuring adequate funding and by capitalizing on oppurtunities to expand the

organization's impact. She always speaks with admiratinn nf the manypeople she wnrked

with during her tenure, and expresses sincere appreciation for the staff's suppnrt, hard

work and dedication - which she describes as "unequalled and unforgettable."

Barbara Rostov*

[ommunityïolunteer and Social Worker

Barbara vnlunteered with Fl¡rida Foster Iare Review from l99l until

2il3 as a panel member and eventually as a panel chair, She served as

the v¡lunteer c¡ordinator for two years before it became a staff

positinn and was a member nf the Board of Directors from

t'

l\.-...- \

lgg?-2002/2003-2!12. Barbara has remained invnlved with Florida Foster [are lleview

because she believes that the nrganization plays an important rnle in the child welfare

area and it is so gratifying to be a part of changing children's lives.

Ann moved tn Miami from lowa in 1392 to teach

at Barry lJniversity. Looking for a way to learn

and give back to her new community, Ann

discovered that Florida Foster [are lleview was

lnoking for volunteers. Since that time, she has

served as a Iitizen Review Panel vslunteer. Ann

remains motivated to cnntinue this work

because of the dedicated, conscientious and

insightful volunteers and staff as well as the

profnund sense that their collective work makes

a real, positive dÍfferenue in the lives of the

children and families we help.

Brian F. Misiunas

Partner/EPA - Pinchasik Yelen Muskat
Ste¡n LIE

Brian served on the Florida Foster [are

l{eview Board of Directors from 2[[3 to 2013.

Towards the end of his tenure, Brían served

as President of the Eoard during the executive leadership transition.

A IFA by professinn with mure than 13 years in public accounting,

Brian prnvided thorough financial oversight and guidance

thrnughout his many years of Board service. ln 2il3, he was

awarded the Fresident's Award for his many years of service and he

continues to support Florida Foster [are fleview as a member ofthe

Legacy Board.

Berta Blecke*

Ehild Advocate

Berta is a founding board member of Florida

Foster [are l{eview as well as a founder of the

Euardian Ad litem Prngram in l$B[. She

currently is a member ¡f Florida Fnster lare
Review's Legacy Bnard. Eerta's passinn for the rights of abused and

neglected children and belief that nur cnmmunity has the responsibility

and capacity tn change lives has been the driving fnrce behind her

decades of involvement with Flnrida Foster Iare l{eview and the many

other organizations she's spearheaded.
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Ehristopher M. Hutchins

Senior Manager, EPA - Eherry

Bekaert [[P

lhris served on the Florida Foster

lare lleview Buard nf Directors for

llyears. During this time, he was

Treasurer, Vice President and President. Ihroughout his

tenure nn the Board, the organization benefitted

tremendnusly from his financial and accnunting expertise

and guidance. Having adopted his son frnm the fnster care

íystem, Ihris strongly connected with Flnrida F¡ster [are

Review's missinn to serve at-risk children and he remains

committed tn Flnrida Foster [are lteview as an active

member of the Legacy Board.

1399, thanks tn the persistent insistence of his good friend, Michael

Samway. Within a year, [)avid was in charge of the lllth year

Anniversary event. Ine of his most rewarding experiences during

his tenure on the Board was selecting Ana Pozo as the then new

Executive Director. David has stayed connected to Florida Foster

[are l{eview because he believes in the organizatinn's mission and

believes that the staff and volunteers better the lives of children in

the fnster care system, creating a lasting and positive effect for

both the childrun and the community.

David Lawrence. Jr. retired in 1999 as publisher of Ïhe

Miami Herald tu work in the area of early uh¡ldhood develnpment and

readiness. He has been instrumental in establishing many of nur

community's most impactful children's organizatinns, includinq The

lhildren's Trust. 0ave serves all of our children through his many

leadership roles including, president of the Early Ihildhnod lnitiative

Foundation and The [hildren's Mnvement of Florida. He has received

countless awards for his tremendous contrihutions to the citizens and

environment ¡f Florida. [)ave, more than most, understands the

incredible value of engaging citizens to speak out on behalf of the

,!(
f,
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Eindy S. lederman*

llth Eircu¡t Eourt Judge - Dependency Division

Ihe Honurable [indy S. Lederman has been a steadfast

advocate and supporter nf Flnrida Foster lare lleview from

her first days on the Dependency [ourt bench. Judge

Lederman shared that she has relied upon Florida Fnster

[are lleview to assist her with the handling of Judicial lleviews f¡r two decades.

She believes that four minds cnncentrating on nne family fur one hour provides

the most well-reasnned, thnughtful decisinn making. She is very grateful for the

time and expertise nfthe Flnrida Foster lare Review volunteers, and Flnrida

F¡ster Iare lleview is equally grateful for her unwavering support throughnut

the years.

I 
David lawrence, Jr.*
P¡esident - Early Ehildhood lnitiative toundation

and The Ehildren's Movement of Florida

0ouglas M. Halsey

Partner-WhiteEEase

[ìouglas M. llalsey has heen affiliated with Florida F¡ster lare Review since its fnrmation and served as a founding board member

and Board President. [ver the past 25 years, he has remained significantly involved and is currently serving as the chair of the

Legacy Bnard. Doug has devoted countless h¡urs also to litigatinq cases against state agencies nn behalf of vulnerable children.

ln hnnor of his ennrmous cnntributinn to the cnmmunity, in 2[[[, Flnrida Fnster [are l{eview created the Ûnuglas lvl. Halsey Award fnr lommunity Service

that is given to an individualwhn exemplifies Dnug's cnmmitmenttn community service and child advocacy. $lhen nnt helping children in need, loug is a

partner at the global law f irm Vrlhite Ë [ase LLP where his legal practice c¡vers all aspects of envirnnmental and land use law, including litigation,

transactional advice and regulatory matters. We are grateful fot his many years of support and know that Doug has been - and will always be - clnse to

the heart nf Florida Fnster lare lleview.
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Edith Hudson

Eitizen Review Panel Volunteer

Idith has been a vnlunteer with Florida Foster Iare lleview since 1998.

lntrnduced tn the organization by Barbara llostov and taught "everything"

by her first panel chair, flaude Hurst, Edith became a panel chair herself

in lSBT when tlaude retired. As a panel chair, she has tried very hard to be fair and non-

judgmental, but above all, t¡ never lose the frcus of the wnrk - the children. Nrtwithstanding

the ups and dnwns of the child welfare system, Edith has faith in the volunteers whn do this

wrrk solely ta improve the lives nf children in foster care.

-=
Judy Webb

,[itizen Review Panel Volunteer
a,

Judy started her vnlunteerism in the child welfare arena in 1993 as a

-S Euardian Ad Litem volunteer and began serving as a IllP volunteer in 1995.

t tH 5¡g nnw rhairs tw¡ of the citizen review panels. According to Judy,

"Vnlunteering fnr Flnrida Fostet [are lìeview has heen the most rewarding thing I have ever

d¡ne!" She is grateful for all of the caring vrlunteers she's w¡rked with rver the years and

appreciates the staff fnr their support and expertise.

Glenda was first made

aware of Foster Iare Review in Ictnber of

1997 through an announcement in the
"Neighbnrs" section of the Herald. She

jnined as a volunteer and became a panel

chair in the same yEar, nEver losing sight tf
the organization's drive to promote prompt,

permanent, positive nutcomes for each

child. Elenda feels "pure jny" when a child

is adopted or reunified with a parent. Even

raising a school grade from failing to

passing is cause fnr celebration. Just

knnwing that the panel's recommendati¡ns

make a difference in the life of a child has

kept her vnlunteering with Florida Foster

[are lÌeview through the decades.

Í:--

Elenda S. Whatley

Retired Stock/

Eommodity Trader

Eitizen Review

Panel Volunteer

;ì KathY Ezell, Esq.*

;l Partner - Fodhurst 0rseck, P.A.

. :.n' Kathy Ezell is the cnnsummate child advocate. A

partner at the law firm of Podurst Irseck, Kathy

has been a volunteer attorney for children, parents

and guardians in dependency cases f¡r mnre than a decade, and she

has received numerous awards fnr her advocacy efforts. Kathy is a

Fast-President ¡f Florida Frster [are lleview, which is one

organization of many in Miami that has benefitted from her leadership,

guidance, wisdnm and grace, Kathy now sErves 0n Florida Foster lare
lleview's Legacy Board and c¡ntinues tn be a sourcB of support and

i nsi ght.

MaryAnne Lukacs, Esq.*

Attorney and Florida Supreme Eourt

Mediator in Family, [ircuit Eivil and

[ounty [ourt

\ MaryAnne joined Flnrida Fnster [are lleview int 
ISSE as a vnlunteer panel member and then

panel chair until 2û[5 when she was appointed as a Eeneral

Magistrate fnr the Eleventh Judicial Iircuit. She served on the

Bnard nf Directors from 20[5-2il[ and then again from 2il2-
present. Most ¡f MaryAnne's life has been dedicated to youth as a

teacher, cnach, mentor, board member, lawyer, mediator and

member of the judiciary. Being a part uf Florida Fnster lare lìeview

has given MaryAnne the opportunity to cnntribute to children and

ynuth in a meaningful and significant way.
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ß2
iJËf M¡s¡.elSamway
l'l " Visiting Scholar - NYIJ's Stern Schoul of Business

I Ad¡unct Faculty l,lember - Eeorgetown University
---'¡¡l:.+€

Michael served on the Flnrida Foster Iare lleview Board of [Jirectors frnm

lgSS-201[, including as B¡ard President. During this time, he was alsn the

vice president and deputy general counsel at Yahoo and had previuusly

practiced law at White Ë [ase in the Latin Amerina Practice ßrnup. During his tenure on the Board,

Michael provided legal and policy expertise and was a strong advocate for Flnrida Foster [are

lleview in the community. He also recruited his father, Mike, to become a Iitizen lleview Panel

volunteer.

Nadine Juhnson

llirectur of External 0perations for Women's Basketball

- Florida lnternational lJniversity

Nadine has been a volunteer with Florida Foster [are lleview for 14

years. She has served fnr most nf this time as a panel chair, never

missing an npportunity to grow her knowledge about changes in the

child welfare system and the law. Nadine, who has extensive leadership experience in the non-

profit and community service sectnrs, continues to serve as a panel member because not only

does it offer her the oppnrtunity to use her professional farilitation skills and knowledge of

community resnurces, but it also is an hnnnr to work with well-trained volunteers. She knows

that she and her panel make a realdifference in the lives of the children they review,

-tffi{'

0ctavio Verdeja AKA Eoach Verdeja*

f,oach, EPA and Businessman

Verdeja E 0e Armas, IPA [[P

Ictavio "[0ach" Verdeja was the volunteer VP in

charge nf allocations with the llnited Way during

the fnrmatinn of the pilot progräm that eventually

became Florida Foster [are lleview. At the time Florida Foster [are

lleview started, he was coaching basketball, something he's done for

45 years, for children of very poor families. Tired of sitting on boards

and lnnking for an nppnrtunity to help "real people," [oach became a

vnlunteer on Florida F¡ster [are Review's Iitizen Review Panel

Program. llis firm also helped set up an accnunting system and

served as the nrganization's auditors fnr many years.

Michael B Milton

. [hartered Financial
," Eonsultant

.,- Michael B lr{ilton P.A

Eitizen Review Panel
Volunteer

|\lichael first learned about Florida Foster

Iare lieview in l99l from a public service

ann0uncEmEnt on the radio seeking volunteers

for citizen review panels. Excited abnut the

opportunity tn make a difference in a child's

life, he signed up to serve nn a Iitizen lìeview

Panel. A natural leader, Michael transitioned

into the mle nf panel chair and has served

hundreds of children in that capacity ever

since. For lr4ichael, it's all about the kids. He

strongly believes that the amount nf time and

detail that go into each review to ensure that

services are being provided make a real

difference in the lives of each child reviewed.

ln Michael's words, serving the cnmmunity's

most vulnerable children through the Iitizen

lleview Panel "makes me feel like I am doing

snmething gond as a human being."

Peggy Hudson

Eommunity Volunteer and Advocate for
Healthy Fain¡lies

Feggy started with Florida Foster Iare Review

as a volunteer and sonn after joined the Buard

of [)irectors. Recngnizing the need to sustain

and advocate for the organization, she eventually concentrated

solely on board wnrk and served in various leadership positions.

Peggy was elected to the Fl¡rida Fnster [are Review Legacy Board in

January 2ü4. She believes that the organization's ability to impact

pnsitive changes in the lives nf the children and families it serves is

unsurpassed, and that the volunteers, staff and Enard work

tirelessly tn make this happen.
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VPeter Forrest

[itizen Review Panel Volunteer

Peter has been a litizen lleview Panel Volunteer with Florida Fnster lare lìeview since

198Û, He's been a c¡nsistent and active participant in many, if not mnst, of our trainings and

events. We deeply appreciate Peter's dedication and cnmmitment tn Florida Fnster [are
lìeview and the children and ynuth we serve.

Sally A. Heyman

Eounty Eommissioner

The well-being ¡f children has been a lifetime Eoncern and priority fnr the

Honorable Sally Heyman. Serving in her third elected rnle, [ommissioner

Heyman is known fnr her support of human issues legislation, especially in

the areas of funding s¡cial services; the prntectinn and care of women,

children and vulnerable adults; prutecting personal freednms; affordable health care; animal

protectinn and green-sustainability initiatives. For nver 20 years, Inmmissinner l-leyman has

been a staunch adv¡cate fnr Fl¡rida Foster lare lteview, an organizatinn that has been her "go

to organization" in addressing the needs nf children in foster care through policy and

legislation.

Robert Rosen

Professur - University

uf Miami Schoul uf law

More than 2[ years ago, a

Eeneral irlaster suggested that Prnfessor

Robert Rosen learn mnre about Flnrida

Foster [are lleview and the [itizen lleview

Panel Program in order tn litigate the

unconstitutionality of such panels. Ever since

then, Robert has been a volunteer panel

member, believing that a much better result

fnr children is reached when the litizen

Review Panel works in combination with the

court and the case management agencies.

He says it has been an hnn¡r and even

sometimes a pleasure tn help make the

dependency system wnrk better thrnugh his

efforts as a panel member for Florida Foster

Iare Review.

lUalter F. lambert, l*{0*

Medical flirector - llniversity sf Miami [hild
Protection Team

Reverend H. William Walker, Jr.
Associate Rector - St. Thomas Episcopal

Parish

0f Eounsel - Alvarez Arrieta E 0iaz-

Silveira, [[P
Walter F. Lambert, M.0., is an assnciate professor

nf flinical Pediatrics at the llniversity of Miami Miller Schnol nf

Medicine and the medical director of the llniversity of Miami [hild

Prntectinn Team. Along rrvith his teammates, he investigates mnre than

2,[[[ reported cases of child maltreatment each year, and his expert

testimony has helped bring justice to some nf Flnrida's ynungest

victims. Dr. Lambert was a member of the lJnited Way csmmittee that

led tn the fnrmatinn of Fnster [are l{eview and has contributed

countless hnurs tn training vnlunteer panel members since lgBg. A

tireless advocate for a high quality, wellfunded child welfare system,

lJr. Lambert strongly believes that the [itizen lleview Panels have the

ability to influence the outcnme of case plans, and, most impnrtantly,

advdcate for appropriate services fnr individual foster children.

Attorney and Reverend William "Bill" Walker, Jr. has heen with

Flnrida Foster [are lleview from the beginning as the [hair ofthe

lJnited Way committee that created the nrganization. He served as

our Founding Board President and, through his numernus leadership

positions in the community, has advanced the cause ¡f vulnerable

and at-risk children since 1975 in his varinus roles with the llnited

Way of Miami-[)ade. He has been the Ihair of the Board of lJnited

Way of Florida and Easter Seal Society of Miami-Dade [nunty. He

was a Founding lìirectnr of Kristi House and a Trustee of ll-lAllLEE

and Iur l(ids of Miami-[)ade Mnnroe. ln additinn to his extranrdinary

community service, Bill was an attorney at White Ê [ase f¡r 2[
years and is now [f Iounsel at Alvarez Arrieta E [ìiaz-Silveira,

LLP. lle is also the Assnciate Rector of St. Ihomas Episcnpal Parish.

I

I
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2OL4 J U DICIAL CHAM PION AWARD

THE HONORABLE WILLIAM E. GLADSTONE

0n the occasion of our 25th Anniversary, Florida Foster Care Review has the

distinct privilege of honoring the Honorable William E. Gladstone as our Judicial

Champion. A graduate of Yale Law School, Judge Gladstone spent almost four

decades as a judge serving children and families. First elected to the juventle

circuit court bench in 1980, he served as the Administrative Judge in the Famiiy

and Juvenile Divisions and as a Senior Judge before retirtng in 2011. He has

dedicaied his life's work to assisting in the placement, motivation, treatment and

educatron of the thousands of abused, neglected and delinquent children and

youth who appeared before him.

Judge Gladstone exemplifies a rare sort of leadership that emerges not only from the courage of one's convictions,

but also from a pioneering spirit determined to find solutions, During the past 40 years, he has been central to the

development of many, if not most, of the programs in Miami and statewide that serve abused, neglected and

delinquent children and youth. Throughout his career, Judge Gladstone also took the time to mentor local and

national juvenile courtjudges, and he motivated his colleagues to take a leadership role in the courts and in the

community. He served as Special Advisor to Florida's Governor and Secretaries of Health Rehabilitative Services

and Corrections on matters of Juveniie Justice and Youthful Offenders. Judge Gladstone increased the breadth of

his positive impact through his involvement on a variety of boards and committees related to juvenile and family

law, human relations, mental health and child/adolescent care. ln recognition of his outstanding contributions, the

newly constructed Miami Children's Courthouse has been named in his honor along with his long{ime colleague,

Judge Seymour Gelber.

Judge Gladstone was a founding board member of Foster Care Review and has been a strong supporter of our

Citizen Review Panel Program. Thus, on the occasion of our 25th Anniversary, we would like to express our

heartfelt gratitude to Judge Gladstone for all he has done to protect and improve the lives of children and youth in

our community. To paraphrase Sir lsaac Newton, if r¡¡e see further, it is on the shoulder of giants -the Honorable

William E. Gladstone is certainly a giant among us.



2OT4 DOUGLAS M. HALSEY AWARD

FOR COMMUNITY SERVICE

JONI GOODMAN

ln 20011, FlariLl;i ljoster i;are iìevievrr crr:ated the Douçias il,4. Halsey Awarcl

far Carnrnunrty iìeivice ìn trib':te io l};Lrg Haisey, a fcuncliriç; Bca¡cl

rltenrilür, furin*r [,lcard preliclent arirj i:cw l-eglacy ßuaril cilair, Doug has

Lleclicaieci inoie th¿in 25 years tù iinprûv¡ilç; iiie ,systenrs iiìät siiivå abuscel,
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f:or 30 )ie¿ìts, Junl has vr¡orlrecl liielesslSr citr ueheli ol'chilcll'r.:¡r in cur ectnmiinity anrj ilrrcLtËjíict-]i ilur

state. É\s the l'ni'nrer ËxecLiTive Dii"ecior ol tha Guaiiiian Arl l"itern i:]ir:,Jr¿rirr i¡f thc: Elcventii Judicial

CircLrit CcLrit arici a Reçlionai Llirecict"t¡;ilii ti're Si¡':ierrvicje Gi.rarcii;¡n ¡\cl l-iteiri Pirtgrarm,,io¡ii li¡ls seived

oil r'ìr¡rrrei0Lrs ircai ailcl slatcwicle t¡lsi< icrees aiir,l work groul-t5i o(¡¡1¡ss-riirÇJ eiiilclrl.¡i's nq:*rls ailiì iTle

pitbl!c perlictes tfl¿il aiiec[ thern. /"\s l-rir'ector of the Fioricla Bar"f]or:iir-riss¡on lci Chiiciir:n, .Joni engailed

in a year-ie;ng effart to enh¿ncil klrlrslaiioir ancl aiicniey partir:ipaiian iir chiicirr:si':; issLres l"ler"expertisi-r

ied to irer appoiirtmeni Lry ûove:itror,J*b Br.rsh tit ii ç;Lrbeinaioril! adrrisory nod'v tìcsiçtrrcrl ic ilralte

rcccrríTûncj¿rtions r"egatding ihe Stale of frioiitia {ìirar"clian /-\ri l.-iie¡r |rlcç;riim iii 2tlüû, slie r¡:as n¡lnreil

llir'¿ctr-.¡i r--f thc Yilai by the ,[iaTinnal {]ouit /-\¡lpointe;i1 ijr=reci¡;lAi,ii¡ocate Assaci¡rtii.-'n (l'J;:tiori;ri {lAiìl\)

üi,¡err hsi' iife's r¡lc¡i< ii Ìs no suiprise ihat ,loiii vr;¿is amúrrìiJ tiri: r;ii-rali çJi'oup ol ei;ilriiliriiy rilr:riilrrrrl;

ir¡strunrentai in the cler¡elopnrent of Fosl*l f-laie lievi<¡r¡¡, Jiini ser'vei,i as ¿l mellber ri iire iii¡iii¡d Wav
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Bank of America Merrill Lynch commends Foster Care

Review and all that you do to help others.

Visit baml.com

The power of global connections''
Bankof America Z
Merrill Lynch

lnvestment products offered by lnvestment Banking Affiliates; Are Not FDIC lnsured . May Lose Value . Are Not Bank Guaranteed THE POWER 0F GLOBAL C0NNECTIONS is a trademark of
Bank of America Corporation, registered in the U S Patent and Trademark Office @20'ì4 Bank of Americ¿ Corporat¡on I GCB-I 46-AD I ARTCT9TE



2OT4 CORPORATE PARTNER AWARD

WH ITE õ, CASE
White & Case's connection to Florida Foster Care Review dates back to our founding As White &

Case Environmental l-aw Partner Douglas l\,1. Halsey explained, in 1988 no one set outto create

citizen review panels, but the United Way of Miami-Dade realized that the foster care system was in

trouble. To address the problem, the United Way created a 140-member citizen work group called the

Fosler Care Action Project, White & Case Real Estate Partner William "Bill" Walker, Jr. agreed to

chair the cornmittee.

Since that time, White & Case has supported, vclunteered and led significant efforis on behalf of

Foster Care Review. Dcugias M, Halsey, White & Case Enrrircnmental Law Partner, served on the

Foster Care Review tsoard of Directors for many years, was the Board President and is now a Legacy

Board member ln fact, the Douglas tt/. Halsey Award for Community Service was created in October

2000 to honor Doug's own volunteer con'rributions and his commrtment to children in Miami-Dade anct

throughout Florida.

White & Case is a leading giobal law firm with lawyers in 39 offices across 26 countries, They believe

thattheir global presence provides not only an opportuniiy but also a responsibility to provide legal

counsel and assistance to the communities in which they do buslness ThroLrgh their social

responsibility initiative, White & Case looks for ways to apply their experience to the challenges faced

by the global community and their attorneys are encouraged to give back.

Florida Foster Care Review has benefitted tremendously from White & Case's experl advice and their

generous financial support, The firm's ongoing commitme nt to social responsibility has had a

meaningful and long-lasting impact on the vuinerable children of our community and will continue to do

so long into the future. Florida Foster Care Review is grateful for our enduring partnership with White

& Case anclwe are pleased to honor their contribution with this awai"d,

É

J
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We salute the lawyers of White & Case who helped
establish Foster Care Review in 1989 and served as

Board Members and Presidents: BillWalker,
Michael Samway and Doug Halsey.

Worldwide. For Our Clients. wh itecase. com
ln this ådvert¡sement, White & Case means the inlernat¡onal legal practice compr¡s¡ng White & Case LLP, a New York State registered lim¡ted l¡ability partnership,
White & Case LLe a l¡mited l¡êb¡lity partnership ¡ncorporated under English law and all other affil¡ated partnerships, companies and entities.
08573
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Maxine Thurston-Fischer, PhD

ln Memoriam

This yea¡ as Florida Foster Care Review celebrates its 25th Anniversary,

we also pay tribute to the tife and legacy of Maxine Thurston-Fischer, The

unique, dynamic and always fashionable Maxine was a member of Foster

Care Review's Board of Directors from 2011 until 2014 and served on the

United Way of Miami's Board of Directors during the time that a United Way

Committee created our organization 25 years ago.

Born in 1939 in Jacksonville, Florida, Maxine began blazing a trail early in

life. As one of the first African-American students at lndiana University, she

earned a bachelor's degree in social welfare in 1960. She returned to Flori-

da to work at the Department of Public Welfare and soon after became one

of the first African Americans admitted to Florida State University (FSU).

Maxine entered FSU's Master of Social Work program and in 1964 became

the firstAfrican American to graduate from FSU with a master's degree in

social work. Later, she again made history by joining the inaugural class of

the doctoral program at FSU's College of Social Work, Maxine earned her

PhD in 19BT.

ln her work as in her life, Maxine focused steadfastly on social justice. As

principal investigator for The Thurston Group's research and evaluation

projects, she helped develop, evaluate and provide support to social ser-

vice organizations and programs locally and nationwide. Prior to starting

her own business, she held management and executive positions in a vari-

ety of organizations and fields of practice incl.uding youth development, ad-

olescent services, health planning, civil rights and public welfare. Some of

her primary concerns included caring for marginalized youth, supporting

the family system and preventing violence, neglect, and abuse towards

children. ln short, Maxine invested her all in creating healthier communi-

ties, particularly for the most vulnerable and underserved.

Maxine was not only a great activist, but also a mentor and an inspiration.

Able to share both practical advice and substantive expertise, her intelli-

gence and wisdom enriched the work of Florida Foster Care Review and

made us more effective in our mission. lt is our honor to pay tribute to

Maxine at this important moment in Florida Foster Care Review's history.

The community for which she cared so deeply will continue to benefit from

the incredible legacy she left behind.



20 YEARS PLUS 10.14 YEARS

THANK YOU TO ALL

THE FOLLOWING

INDIVIDUALS FOR THEIR

VOLUNTEER WORK AND
COMMITMENT TO OUR

PROGRAM!

MICHAEL MILTON

PETER FORREST

ROBERT ROSEN

ANN SWANER

EDITH HUDSON

FRANCES MOORE

GLENDA WHATLEY

JUDY WEBB

ROBERTA EHRENREICH

AMY HALSEY

CLAIRE JORDI

DIANNE PETERSON

INES NEUHAUS

NADINE JOHNSON

NANCY KATZOFF

OSCAR RESEK

RENEE JONES

ANA MARIA LICHTER

ANTOINETTE MCBURNEY

BARBARA ERONCIG

BEATRIZ BALDAN

BELINDA MUÑIZ

BONNIE WEBMAN

CAROLE BERNSTEIN

CINDY KIMBROUGH

DANIELLE SELEM

DOROTHEE RUBIN

EDA VALERO

GAIL NANSEN

J, MICHAEL SAMWAY

LINDA BURTON

. LISA PITTMAN

LOIS DANIS

LUCIA ESTRELLA

LUIS LALAMA

MARGARET KUNITZ

MICHAEL SCHER

MIKE KUTELL

MINDY FINKELMAN

MONICA FERRARI

NANCY SPENCER

SUSAN DAVILA

ZOILA PEREZ.CHANQUET

15.19 YEARS

5. 9 YEARS



0.4 YEARS

ALYSSA DRAGNICH

ANNE BACALL

ANNIE BENSUASKI

ANTONIA MYSOREWALA

AUDREY TATE

CHRISTOPHER BAROVICH

DOR¡S MAYA

ELLEN HELMAN

GODDY CRUZ

JAMIE JONES

JANE MOSCOWITZ

JANICE BAREFOTT

JENNIFER GROSS

JOÐI HESSEL

JOSSETTE HAGEL

KAËSA LEV¡NE

KATE CALLAHAN

KATHLEEN REDMOND

I-AUREN KAHN-UZAREK

LINDA LENTZ.ENGLISI-I

LYNNE KAFKA

MARSHA GERMAN

MICI-IELE KAEAT

MITCHELL MARINI..¡S

NATALIE SIMS

NEVIA BELLAMY

PEARLIE PARAMûRE

RACHÉL MEADORS

STANLEY ZAMOR

STEPI-IAh¡IE ROSEN

SUSAN BIRRIËL

TRACEY MULI-IÛLLANÛ

VANESSA JåMENËZ.PAGES
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PodhurstOrseck
TRIAL & APPELLATE LAWYERS

Congratulates our Partner

Katherine W: EzeII ;

Aaron S. Podhurst
Robert C. Josefsberg
Joel D. Eaton
Steven C. Marks
Peter Prieto
Katherine W Ezell

Karen Podhurst Dern
Of Counsel

Stephen F. Rosenthal
Ricardo M. Martíne z-Cid

Ramon A. Rasco
John Gravante
Lea P. Valdivia

Matthew 'Wienshall

Robert Orseck (1934 - 1978)
Walter H. Beckham, Jr. (1920 - 201L)

and Foster Care Review
for their outstanding contributions to our community

City National Bank Building - 8th Floor - 25 West Flagler Street, Miami, FL 33130 o Miami 305.358.280Q o www.podhurst.com

The Early Childhood
lnitiative Foundation

Teach More/Love More
www.teachmorelovemore. org

The Early Childhood Initiative Foundation
and The Children's Movement of Florida

proudly congratulate

DAVID LAIIIRENCE JR.
President, The Early Childhood Initiative Foundation

Chair, The Children's Movement of Florida

For his outstanding contributions on
behalf of Florida's children.
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Thank you

Foster Care Review
for promoting the safety and wett-being

of Miami-Dade ch¡tdren for 25years.

From your friends at

O Greater Mtami Conventron & Visitors Bureau - lhe 0ffrciaI Destrnation Sates & Marketing 0rgan¡zation for Greater Miami and the Beaches cs-01/!62

/1/lA/1/11"
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YOU ARE A SUPERSTAR!!!
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NAN MIARI(OWITZ

CONGRATULATIONS TO OUR

PANEL CHAIRS,

EDITH HUDSON

&
ANN SVØANER!

LOVE,
ANNE BACALL, BARBARA ERONCIG.

CLAIRE JORDI,

DORIS MAYA,

& MITCHELL MARENUS,



JUDY WEBB!

WE ARE PROUD OF AtL YOU DO!
We love you,

Tom, Tommy, Dione, Douglos, Giuliono
&

Boby M¡liono



Congnaùrlations
Commissioner Sally Heyman

you for your
& service to

lw,lnc.

$-

Mal<e Happen

Find out how we can be your
guìde forward

Coral Gables Fort Lauderdale
786 693 6300 954 556.1720

¡ì Cherry Bekaert

HNERATULATIINS

WE F Y[U!

NE!

AR UDI

Help Anytime.
Always.

Call us for free 24/7, confidential
telephone cou nseling, crisis

intervention, su icide prevention,
and information and referral

services.

305-358-H EN-P
3üs-358-43 57 f 2-3- tr

Srvitchboard
Help Anytime. Always.

vvvuvu. switch boa rd m ia m i.o rg

FIU WOMEN'S BASKETBALL TEAìí



CRA
Century Risk Advisors

Buildíng Relq|íonships . Províding Proteclion . Ensuríng SolulÍons

FLOR IDA FOSTER
CRA IS PROUD TO SUPPORT CARE REVIEW

Focilìlote I Advocote I lnnovote I Evoluole

Business Insurance o Risk Management
Private Client o Employee Benefits

To learn more, please visit
www. ce ntu ryris kadvi sors. com

56'1.409.2420 | infopcenturyra.com | 2600 North Military Trail, Suite 240, Boca Raton, FL 33431

Congr atufatíons Eúít n!
'We are so frouf of you. llour
[e[ícate{, sefffess, an{ gracíous
contríhutíons to tñ"e foster Care
ß,evíew are yosítív e fy ínsyíríng. ..

5{ot onfy are ytu anl arrlazíng
wífe, rnot ñ.er, an[ gran[rnotfi"er;
yuu are a trufy yñ"enornenaf
persorl. lñ.anQ, you very t¡tucñ^
^lue foye you {earfy,
! our farnífy . ßoh 3{uolson,
?tttt'ícF., K.ctte & At,ct lH:uc{sott, otttcl'
Daníet. :Hu,lson & -i\[.t¡ssa Ruoto[.o.



/ "Then, said a rich man, Speak to us of Giving. \
And he answered:

You give but little when you give of your possessions.

It is when you give of yourself that you ttoly g*.
And there a¡e those who have litde and give it all.

These are the believers in life and their coffer is never emPty.

Through the hands of such as these God speaks, and

fronn behind their eyes

He smiles upon the earth."

Kahlil Gibran The Prophet

lr



CONGRATULATIONS TO FLORIDA FOSTER CARE REVIEW FOR
25 Y EARS OF SERVING OUR COMMUNITY!

I AM PROUD TO BE A PART OF SUCH AN
I NCR EDI BLE ORGAN IZATION.

MoryAnne Lukocs

FLOR IDA FOSTER
CARE RTVIEW

Review Focililote I Advocote lnnovoie I Evoluote

FLOl'{ItlA FISTER EARE REVIEW

IS ERATEFUL TO THE

þüil:lþdffiil{ftffiLE üËffi iltt_/1 ,'StrJ iit
ffit'{¡EF Jf;iffiffiE
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Àn*s\

\
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FOR HER SUPPI]RT E LEADERSHIP!
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Gil6

9825 NW I 7th St
Miomi, FL33172

305.59r.0024

Establ¡shed iru 1991

SERVICES

Addressing I Consulting I Designing I Metering
Sorting I Folding I Moiling I Pick Ups I Pockoging

Letter Shop I Full Service IMB I Doto Processing
Business Continuity Plon I Exponded Printing Services

Business Cords I Poslcords I Flyers I Envelopes
& MANY MOREII

INDUSTRIES

Printers I Universilies I Reol Estote I Privote Businesses
Automotive Corporotions I Government Agencies
lnternotionol Businesses I Non-Profit Orgonizotions
Advertising Firms I Design lndustries I Low Firms
lnsuronce Componies I Mortgoge Componies
Bonking lnstitutions I Credit Cord Componies

& MANY MOREII

Continue your success with Arrowmail Corporâte Services, where we are committed to providing quality service,
security, and value at the highest possible level. Our state of the art technology and professional staffing add up

to saving you time and money. Everything here is treated with the upmost importance, because everything
counts. That is how Arrowmail has become one of the largest and most technically advanced mailing and

printing service providers in South Florida - by keeping our promisesl

Call us today and we will solve your printing and mailing needs.

CONTACT INFO

We of Arrowmoil Corporote Services would like to extend our grotitude
for the services provided to the children by Foster Core Review lnc,

EArroømailSeru Arrowmai I Corp o ra te S e ru icess ales @ano utmai ls eru i ce. com

305.59r.0024 |

tr w ra. ølTo w m ai k er u i c e. c o m

', Arrowmail Corporatu Seruices 
i

EArrou.'mailSeru

ËrA vouflllÐ



FOODS

--Éå *. ^-. I;B
FOR UpCOMTNG SALES AND EVENTS, GET SOCIAL lílrH US!

fl facebook .com lwfmcoralgables

y @ì(/FMCoralcables www.w h ol efood s.c om I cor al ga b les

tÐa- 2
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CORAL GABLES



TITTE SPONSOR

CORPORATE SPONSOR

WH ITE d, CASE

BankofAmerica Z
Merrill Lynch

INDIVIDUAT SPONSORS

JEAN & KENNETH BELL

DR. KENNETH C. FISCHER

PEGGY 8¿ DOUG HUDSON

WINE SPONSOR

CORAL GABLES

OTHER CONTRIBUTORS



PROGRAM
WELCOME
CANDICE L, MAZE, JD. EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

25 STARS OF FLORIDA FOSTER CARE REVIEW AWARDS

THE HONORABLE BERTILA SOTO

CHIEF JUDGE. 11TH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT

JUDICIALGHAMPIoNAWARD.THEHoNoRABLEWILLIAME.GLADSToNE
THE HONORABLE CINDY S. LEDERMAN

11TH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT. JUVENILE DIVISION

DOUGLAS M, HALSEY AWARD FOR COMMUNITY SERVICE ' JONI GOODMAN

DOUGLAS M. HALSEY, ESQ,

. WHITE & CASE LLP. PARTNER

CORPORATE PARTNER AWARD. WHITE &"CASE LLP

JEAN BELL
áÀ¡IT OT AMERICA MERRILL LYNCH-SENIOR VICE PRESIDENT

TRIBUTE TO MAXINE THURSTON.FISCHER, PHD

JEAN BELL

CLOSING REMARKS
CANDICE MAZE



FOUNDING BOARD MEMBERS

ANéEL FERNANDEZ.VARELA, BERTA BLECKE, CHRISTINA ZAWISZA, ESQ.

DOUGLAS M. HALSEY ESQ., DR. ELTZABETH METCALF, JAMES MOONEY JOHN FARIE

JON| GOODMAN, LCSW MAXINE THURSTON, PH.D, ROGER F. LOWE

HONORABLE WILLIAM E. GLADSTONE, REVEREND H. WILLIAM WALKER, ESQ.

BOARD OF DIRECTORS

JEAN M. BELL, PRESIDENT

DANIELE LOMORIELLO, VICE PRESIDENT

NORBERT FERNANDEZ, TREASURER

JACKYE RUSSELL, SEC RETARY

BEATRIZ BALDAN, BRETT BARFIELD, ESQ., BROOKE L. PALLOI DAVE ROBERTS, CPA

EMME PEDINIELL¡, JERMAINE A. LEE. ESQ., JULIE A. WOOD, KELLY PENTON CHACON

MARYANNE LUKACS, ESQ., NAN A. MARKOWITZ, OCTAVIO HERNANDEZ

LEGACY BOARD

BARBARA ROSTOV BERTA BLECKE, BRTAN M|SIUNAS, CHRISTOPHER M. HUTCHINS

DOUGLAS M. HALSEY JONI GOODMAN, KATHERINE EZELL, PEGGY HUDSON

REVEREND H. WILLIAM WALKER, ESQ.

FOSTER CARE REVIEW STAFF

CHARLET POUCHIE, CRISTINA VARGA, DILMA MONTEIRO

KENDRA COPELAND, KRISTINE ¡NYANG, MONICA MOSER

TWILA GONZALES, VANESSA MUÑOZ, YANI SANCHEZ

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

CANDICE L. MAZE, JD

Florida Foster Care Review is funded Én part by
The United Way of Miami-Dade



FLORIDA FOSTER
CARE REVIEV/
Focilitote I ndvocote I lnnovote I fuoluote

4500 Biscayne Blvd., Suite 100, Miami, FL 33137

PHONE 305 573 6665

FOSTERCAREREVIEW.ORG


